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From page Al .
security hassles,” said Travers Scott,

- amember of the Chicago chapter of

Queer Nation, a newly formed mili-
. tant homosexual organization re-
- sponsible for the actions in beth
cities. “Employees at Blooming-

dale’s clapped for us, but a few cus- *'

,tomers got nasty.” .
. . Anoffshoot of the equally militant

*group ACT UP (AIDS Coalition tg

Unleash Power), Queer Nation was
launched in May in New York.

- The organization — made up of
young homosexual males and lesbi-
ans open about their sexual prefer-

‘ences — is springing up in gities
plagued by anti-homosexual vio-
lence, which it's fighting by con-
fronting heterosexuals on the
streets, in “homophobic” bars and
dance clubs, and at shopping malils
and other public places.

.. “We plan 10 confront homophobia

o

" |Lcommittee ‘uovl

e e mmee - ————

[HOMOSEXUAL

» homosexuals. . ~

?The !ol!o,wirig frganizations have been formed lo further the rights of s

Bt

ST GROUPST

.. altention to the

: Act Up (AIDS Coalitlon to Unleash Power): Miliiant organization,
;* founded by oulsxoken homosexual playwright Larry Kramer to draw more -
DS crisis. Act Up has led disruptive protests at the Food * *
j and Drug Administration in Rockville, at the National Institutes of Health in -
% Bethesda, al St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York and at various AIDS
- [ 4 gatherings.

*Human Rights Campal

&g

- | ¥iogncerms of homosexuals.

2 ) Fund: Nation's largest homosexual political -
1 %am_zation. Based in Washington, this ?toup advances homosexual clvil -
is and Iobbief Congress for such leg L

des ling‘\cla_l support for pelitical candldales sympathetic to

s, . . -..._.....‘-_‘ h S K Sy

slation. lis political action

i

“ employment, housing, education, A

i Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund: Based In New York,
- this organization defends the civil ti?nls of homosexuals in areas such as '
DS and child custody. S

! .obbies for ciyll rights le
'ﬁg?oups and m\’not tlas, 8

atlonal Gay & Leshlan Task Farce: Anather large D.C.-hased groyp
or homasexuals. Tries to Fubticlze homosexual Issues and concemns, v, 1Y
slalion-and ot_tqn_ _wgrkg c'!oaely with women's -

S

-, Queer Natlon: An ofishoot of Act Up, started in May in New York and
-, expanded to other cities, including Boston, Chica
 and San Francisco. Fighting whal it calls a risi

Queer Nalion members confront heterosexuals in bars,

5 other public places.

2ol Assuciztio;

, Philadetphia, Sealtle
de of “gay-bashing,’ .
opping malls and

I
i

[ T —
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. case,a .bounce.r tried to bar them.

The forays to straight bars are im-
portant, Mr. Blotchier said. “There’s
no reason gays and lesbians should
be relegated to gay bars”

Queer Nation also believes it’s im-
portant for hemosexuals to come out
of the closet. “We want to encourage
people to come out and be visible”
Mr. Flint said. *“We want to let people
nk;zow we contribute to the commu-

'y'n

Gregory King, spokesman for the
Human Rights' Campaign Fund, the
nation's largest homosexual political
organization, said: “Queer Nation
serves a useful purpose. To a large
extent, homophobia is based on a
lack of knowledge that gays and les-
bians exist”

“We need to be integrated into so-
ciety” Mr. King said. “Shock troops,”
such as Queer Nation, can help
achieve that, he said.

. Mr. Scott said Queer Nation is fre-
quently-criticis

paeacwsd \all

1 . chapter. He acknowledged such con-
-{—frontation—could- be dasigerous in

“bers of the Aryan Nations group. “In__

—some—of—the—blua-collar—bar:

_group plans 1o visit. “That’s. why

* we'll be going with a large number
. of people — 70 or so,” he said.

-+ Matt Nagel, Mr. Flint's roommate
: and official spockesman for Queer
. Nation’s Seattle chapter, put it this
+ way: “We're going to homophobic
. bars, we’re going to pack them, we're
- going to be openly affectionate,
. we're going to dance together and
- make it uncomfortable for all the
» straight people there”

" Mr. Flint said there have been
- problems in Seattle with “gay-
- bashing” by skinheads and mem-

W:“ﬁe FBl mmwple——bﬂshr—'nl U;nj-!l FOW-tnefirst v
i and charged them  punch. Violence is not at the core of

-with conspiracy to bomb the largest —

gay bar in the Northwest. It's called
Neighbors, and it's here in Seattle.

- The trial is going on right now in

" Boise, Idaho,” he said.

Because of such difficulties, Mr.
Flint said, Queer Nation has started
street patrols of homosexuals spe-
cially trained by the Guardian An-
gels. “We aren't out leoking for trou-
ble,’ he said, “but we’ll intervene
when aggression occurs”

Jay Blotcher, spokesman for
Queer Nation's New York chapter,
said in a telephone interview yester-

T

= = g - Temos
day:iWeﬁghtrragalnst—peop!ho" —0

—H ne

" other people’s faces. They say heter-

geous and extreme 30 gays and les-

our-being, but we won't shirk from  bians can go anywhere they want

defending ourselves.” )

During a march in June, some
members of Queer Nation got in-
volved in “skirmishes” with by-
standers, who threw bottles and
abused them physically or verbally.
“This was a march to protest bash-
ing,” Mr. Blotcher said, “and I feel
the anger was justified”

Members of Queer Nation also
have encountered problems —
“ranging from sneers 10 verbal
abuse” in some of the heterosexual
bars they've visited, he said. In one

o

and others won't bat an eye””
Marvin Liebman, a leading con-
servative who recently acknowl-
edged his homosexuality, said he’s
not an extremist but does not con-
demn Queer Nation's tactics. “The
civil rights movement had extrem-
ists like Stokely Carmichael ... and
those people really moved things.
George Duff, president of the Se-
attle Chamber of Commerce, said he
has no objections to Queer Nation's
activities in that city as long as they
don't turn disruptive or harmful.
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