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BASH
From page A1
siecurityhassles." said IV-avers Scott,
a member of the Chicago chapter of
Queer Nation, a newly formed mili-
twt homosexual organization re
sponsible for the actions in both
cities. "Employees at Blooming-

•dale'̂ clappedfor us, but a few cus
tomers got nasty."

! I Anoffshoot of tiieequally militant
group ACT UP (AIDS CoaliUon t9
Unleash i^wer), Qiteer Nation was
launched in May in New York.

The organization — made up of
young homosexual males and lesbi
ans open about their sexual prefer-
eiices — is springing up in pities
plagued by anti-homosexual vio
lence. which it's fighting by con
fronting heterosexuals on the
streets, in "homophobic" bars and
dance clubs, and at shopping malls
and other public places.
' "We plan to confront homophobia

^whegever we^d it" aatd TbmPliiit,
ition^s^eitae-

, chapter. He actoowli^ged such con-
-T^rontation could tendangerous^iii

group plans to visit. "That's why
- vye'll be going with a large number
. of people — 70 or so." he said. •

• Matt Nagel, Mr. Flint's roommate
; and official spokesman for Queer
, Nation's Seattle cliapter. put it this
• way: "We're going to homophobic
. bars, we're going to pack them, we're
going to be openly affectionate,

, we're going to dance together and
make it uncomfortable for all the

; straight people there."
Mr. Flint said there have been

problems in Seattle with "gay-
bashing" by skinheads and mem-

JSmSlox^als formed lo fyrlhff the rights of
Act Up (AIDS Coalition to Unloath Power): Militant organizaUon.
founded by outspoken homosexual playwright Larry Kramer lodraw more
attention to theAIDS crisis. Act Up has leddisruptive protests at theFood

^^d Drug Administration in Rbckvitle. at the Natkmal Institutes of Health in
^ Bethesda, at St. Patrick's Cathedral InNew York and at various AIDS
*gatherings.

' Huinan Rfi^lits Ganipal^ Fund: Natkm's largest homosexual political
organization. Based in W^^nington.'lhis groupadvances homosexual civil
rights and lobbies Congress for such legislation. Itspolitical action

Apommltteo provides financl^ support for fraltticfU candidates sympathetic to
-liQ^cerns of hompsexuals. . /'v . .
I Umbda U^l Doffanso and Education Fund: Based in New \brk,
r: this organization defends the civilrights of homosexuals in areas such as ' ^

employment, housing, education, AIDS and childcustody.
Nil^onal Qay A LesbianTaskForce: Apother large D.C.-based sroup v
ior homosexuals. Tries topublicize homose)(ual issuesandconcerns. <. ;
I-Obbies for plyil rights legislation and often works closely with womeh'9 -M'-'''
groups and minorities. - . ,

Queer Nation: An offshoot ofAct Up. started inMay In New Ybrk and
- expanded toothercities,including Boston. Chicago, Philadelphia. Seattle
fandSanFrancisco. Fighting what itcalls a rising nde of"gay-Bashing,"
i QueerNation members confront heterosexualsln bars,snopping malls and

other public places.

ters of the Aryan Nations gmup."
May, the FBI arrested thrgfi ppnj
m Aryan NatlSiiiraha cnarged them
with conspiracy^ to bomb th&largest
gay bar in the Northwest. It's called
Neighbors, and it's here in Seattle^
The trial is going on right now in
Boise, Idaho," he said.

Because of such difficulties, Mr.
Flint said, Queer Nation has started
street patrols of homosexuals spe
cially trained by the Guardian An
gels. "We aren't out looking for trou
ble," he said, "but we'll intervene
when aggression occurs."

Jay Blotcher, spokesman for
Queer Nation's New York chapter,
said in a telephone interview yester-

Tfififeahiftssan^limoi

d^c^We^ht agalnst^eople^ho

punch. Violence is not at the core of
our beingTliut we won't shirk from
defending ourselves."

During a march in June, some
members of Queer Nation got in
volved in "skirmishes" with by-
standei's, who threw bottles and
abused them physically or verbally.
"This was a march to protest bash
ing," Mr. Blotcher said, "and I feel
the anger was justified."

Members of Queer Nation also
have encountered problems —
"ranging from sneers to verbal
abuse" in some of the heterosexual
bars they've visited, he said. In one

A

case, a bouncer tried to bar them.
The forays to straight bars are im

portant, Mr. Blotcher said. "There's
no reason gays and lesbians should
be relegated to gay bars."

Queer Nation also believes it's im
portant for homosexuals to come out
of the closet."Wewant toencourage
people to come out and be visible,"
Mr. Flintsaid."We want tolet people
know we contribute to the commu
nity."

Gregory King, spokesman for the
Human Rights-Campaign Fund, the
nation's largest homosexual political
organization, said: "Queer Nation
serves a useful purpose. Tb a large
extent, homophobia is based on a
lack of knowledge that gays and les
bians exist."

"We need to be integrated into so-
clet)C'Mr. Kingsaid."Shocktroops,"
such as Queer Nation, can help
achieve that, he said.

Mr. Scott said Queer Nation is fre-

otherpeopled faces, iiiey sayhet^-
^sdxuala^don't^holdldsB-insT^uiW

geous and extreme so gays.and les
bians can go anywhere they want
and others won't bat an eye." i

Marvin Liebman, a leading con
servative who recently acknowl
edged his homosexuality, said he's
not an extremist but does not con- )
demn Queer Nation's tactics. "The i
civil rights movement had extrem- |
ists like Stokely Carmichael... and
those people really moved things."

George Duff, president of the Se- '
attle Chamber of Commerce, said he
has no objections to Queer Nation's
activities in that city as long as they
don't turn disruptive or harmful.
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